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Plan aims to double trees

By Connie Gallippi

SPECTAL T4 THE ENTERPRISE

The Greenprint initiative is
pressing forward in efforts o
double the tree canopy of our re-
gion. The Greenprint provides a
framework for our megion te work
collaboratively toward a better
CTTINITY, Svimnmant, Seonao-
iy and human heakth

In February and Marvch, maore
than 12 workshops were held
throughout the region to share
cducational materials on the val-
e of trees and solicit responses
on the draft Greenprint. Work-
shops were attended by elected
officialz, povernment staff, com-
munity beaders, residents and
tree advocates.

A key messape in the Green-
print is that trees give back to our
comminities [ many positive
ways. According 1o recent re-
search from the U.5. Forest Ser-
wvice Center for Urban Forest
Ressarch, ome trée caplures up to
350 gallons of ralnwiter and pro-
vides £3.50 of value in stormwa-
ter runaff costs.

Up 1o 2 pounds of air pollutants
are filtered annually by one tree,
which is equivalent to 85 in an-
nual air pollution control costs.
D you know that trees can save
your home or business up 30 per-
CEnt in energy coars!

Here are s0me more astound-
g numbers: One red in your
front yard increases the sale
price of your home by 1 percent.
In shaded business districts, cus-
tomers visit more often, stay
losgrer and pay up o 11 percent
rryire for products. I one tree can
dio all this, just imagine what our
entire tree canopy is woith!

When we understand the value
of a tree, it becomes obvious —
yves, we want to double our tree
CanopYy.

Greenprint framework

The Greenprint is a framework
under which to improve the way
we plan, design and manage our

Community trees

trees and urban forest. A draft
framework is available that pro-
wides guidelines and goals to help
achieve the Greenprint mission
of douhling the tree canopy.

The framework has five strate-
gies and four prowth rings with-
in each strategy that allow for
incremental improvernent. The
framework provides long-term
goals and ways to improve shade
coverage, public tree manage-
ment, palicies and ordinances,
commumty involvement, and
planting " and  maintenance.
Everyone is investing in the ur-
ban forest, but some areas conld
o better or need mare help.

The Greenprint 8 now in a
draft form and we are requesting
comuments and input by Friday to
be incorporated into the  final
version. The final Gresnpring will
e brought to a group of elected
officials ar a summit thiz sum-
mer. We will ask each of the 27
municipalities to adopt the plan
hefore November,

The Greenprint is offering the
region a boost. For a small cost,
municipalities can participate in
tree value assessments, which in-
clude tree inventorics or sample
inveniones and an assessment of
the wvalpe of thetr trees. The re-
sl firom tree value assessments
will suppart mprovenients in ue-
han forest programs, such &S new
or revised pohcies and ordi-
NANCES, management priorities,
staff training and budgets,

Greenprint history

The Greenprint kas been in the
works for several years. In 2001,
elected officials from each city in
the Sacramento Area Council of
Governments region sipned a
compact o collaborate on a
framework for the region to dou-
hile its canopy, previously called
the Sacramento Regional Urban
Forest Framework.

Since the compact was signed,
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Celebrate
Arbor Day

mnuvlavdﬂbr_muﬂ,ql
Tres City LISA for the 26th

- the celebration will '~

atuire a tree planting,

tnlmnhneﬂh‘ll‘g.‘a 5
trow rafike and expart advice
Whene 9 am. to noon
Saturday, April 23
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e
we have developed educationdl
materials on the valoe of (rees
and a draft framework. Last fall
the Grecnpring was given a g
push forward by receiving &
grant from the U5, Forest Ser
vice, and a full-time program di
rector was hired to lead H#
Greenprint effort.

What can you do to help?

B Share this information with
your friends, family and col
lemgiies;

W Review the draft Greenpriol
and provide us your imput by Fri-
day; and

leemruurcl::tcdnfﬁng
at the city and county level and
share your support for the
Greenprint. 5

Aot of exciting things are hap-
pening i your communities and
throughout our region. Stay in:
valved with the Greenprint
joining our mailing list. Vi
Www.sICtree.com to join
mailing list and get more infog:
mation on the Greenprint and
volunteering, or contact me
(916) 924-8733, ext. 119, or can-
MESErSACIreE.COm. '

— Connie Gallipi s ' the
Gresnprint project coordirubor
Jor the Bacramento Tree Founde
tion, The Community Trees cal-
wmn % a joint effort hebeedn
TREE Davis and the Dovis Tree
Cornmiszion; it appears rorthly
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