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Elk Grove tree canopy studied

Compiled by Keith Gebers
Citizen Staf¥ Writer

The Sacramento Troe
Foundation recently com-
pleted a tree cAnopy ARRDEE-
ment throughout the city of
Elk Grove, surveying 3 per-
cent of the city's streets, add-
ing up to 185 atreet segments
and 3,330 trees. Connie
Gallippi of the Sacramanto
Treo Foundation said the
survey demonsgtrated Elk
Grove does indeed have a
bountiful canopy — it just
may not be mature vet. She
added tentmtive results
ghowed that many of the
troas in Elk Grove are young
trees that aren't yet provid-
ing the full benefits o more
mnture tree will.

The Tree Foundabtion re-
cruited 20 volunteers and
conducted three separate
training sessions over a pe-
rind of two weeks. The volun-
tears spent thelr Saturdaya
moasuring trao size, location

and eandition throughout
specially mapped segments
of the city. The measure-
ments were then entered ifto
a software systom that wdill
help provide an overall pie-
ture of the status of Elk
Grove's arban forest.

“It's an exciting advance-
ment for the future of urban
forest management,” said
Gallippi. “We're excited 1o soe
the resalts of the data al-
rendy collected. This tree
canopy assessment and
analysis is one of the first {o
ba dene in the nation and the
first to be done in the Bacra-
missko region.”

As part of the study, the
Sacraments Tree Foundation
will now eonduct a cost-ben-
efit analysis for the urban
forest.

*Each tree has a value,
which is determined by the
benefite provided by the tree
minus the ¢odls to malntain
it,” Gallippi said. “Local val-
ues for benefits including en-
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ergy savings, real estats, and
air pallution cleanup will ba
calculated per tree and bal-
ancod with the local costs for
maintenance, liability and
management.”

The city of Elk Grove was
tho firat to sign on with the
Sacramento Tree
Foundetion's Greenprint Imi-
tiative in the spring of 2005,
Thaeir firat step in this on go-
ing urban forest initiative is
the troe canopy assessment
uging a new software pro-
gram developed by the U.S.
Forest Service and Davey
Rospurce Growp.
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